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THE BALE LISTING OF THE LONDON I
(WATERLOW) PLATE BLOCKS

Drs. A. Kaplanian and Jacques Kaufmann, Netherlands
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The Bale Palestine catalogue lists
all the corner and control plate
blocks of the Mandate 1ssues. In the
latest 1996 cdition, the listing 1s
found on pages 111 through 117. The
typographed through the
London I Somerset printing do not
exist with plate control numbers
Therefore, their listing 1= for the four
corner blocks of the complete sheet.

18sue

millieme through 2 piastre. The 5, 9,
10 and 20 piastre values show a dif-
ferent pattern, tfor the sheets of these
values were cut in half first before
the overprinting was applied. That 1s
why these sheets have a blank inter-
sceting gutter, while the lower val-
ues have a gutter with four horizon-
tal lines 1n the stamps’ color. Also
the plate numbers are above

Figure 1. The lust five rows (16-200 of the lower half sheet showing the absence of the
plate block number under stamps in position 230 and 239.

to the London T1
sheets, we see trat these carry the
plate number “17 10 a4 small square
in the color of the printed stamp
This plate blocs number appears
above stamps number 2 and 11 and
under stamps number 230 and 239
in the sheet of 210 stamnps. But this
s true only for the values of 1

When we come

Figure 2,
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stamps number 2 and 11 and below
number 110 and 119 in the upper
thalf) sheet, and above number 122
and 131 in the lower (half) sheet. No
plate numbers are found under the
last row of the lower sheet (Figure
1)

Furthermore, because the full
sheet was cut in half before adding
the overprint, we usually find the
plate number under stamps 110 and
119 and above 122 and 131 cut in
half (Figure 2). David Dortman in his
book “The Postage Stamps of
Palestine, 1918-1948" on page 61
gives a clear illustration of the eight
corner blocks of the upper and lower
(half) sheets of the 9 piastres stamp.

Unfortunately, when we look at
the Bale catalogue, we see that the
listing of these blocks does not corre-
spond with the reality of this infor-
mation, for it follows the four classi-
fications of “upper left and right” and
“lower lett and right” for all the plate
blocks including these four higher
values without making any distine-
tion between them and the lower val-
ues. This of course does not do justice

to the exact description and is con-
fusing to the collector of these plate
blocks

Figure 3.

The reader might wonder how to
differentiate between the two upper
plate blocks, 1.e. above stamps 2 and
11 and those of the lower plate
blocks of the sheet, i.e. above stamps
122 and 131. The answer is simple
First, the upper blocks have' the
plate number “1”7 in full while those
of the lower sheet are usually cut in
half. But this is not always the casc
as some of the 5 and 10 piastres val-
ues are found complete and uncut in
half (see Figure 3). And secondly. the
block line surrounding the sheet par-
allel to the Jubilee line in the
stamps’ color will be seen cornering
the left and right sides of the blocks
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Figure 4.

in the upper sheet (thus stamps |
and 2 plus 11 and 12 (see Figure 4/
while this line will go in a vertcal
straight line in the lower sheet (thu=
stamps 121 and 122 plus 131 and
132) (see Figure 3).

What we would like Mr. Bale to do
when it comes to listing the plate
blocks of the London II issue 1= the
following:

1) Keep the listing of the 1m
through the 2p stamps unchanged as
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five. The cover originated from the

Perf. 14 collection of Dov Geiger, commission-
Upper (half) sheet Lower (half) sheet er for postal services in the town of
No. upper upper lower lower upper upper Safad during the siege.
left right left right left right
82 5p. purple 80 75 80 75 75 75
SEGBEE e e e e MEMBERSHIP
83 10p. turq. 330 300 300 300 300 300 C AMPAIGN
84 20p. bright
violet 1500 1450 1400 1400 1400 1400 ATTENTION S.I.P. MEMBERS!
Interested in a set of Doar Ivri 1-9
Fect. 16x14 Plate Blocks?
Upper (half) sheet Lower (half) sheet . .
A set of these will be given away
No. upper upper lower lower upper upper .
loft right left  right left right as a part of our New Member Drive.
86 5p. purple 260 285 260 260 250 250
87 9p. bistre 300 310 300 310 300 300 . All new members and
88 10p. turg. 190 200 190 190 190 200 ' their sponsors
89 20p, bright are eligible to win them
violet 550 500 500 500 500 ; ;
in a drawing
listed on page 114 of his catalogue. stamps, i.e. Bale numbers 82 to be held in early 1999.

This listing will be for the stamps
with Bale chronological numbers 71
thru 81b.

2) To list the { ur higher value

through 84 (perf. 14) and Bale num-
bers 86 through 89 (perf. 15 x 14)
listed above.

only the first setting was available
on May 4, 1948 and the second set-
ting was introduced on May 6, 1948.
This is an error. Both the first and
second settings were available in
Safad on May 4. Also white glue
along with brown glue was available
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pages 88 il resting that
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on May 4.

The Society needs new members!
Do your part by signing up one or
more new members
and become eligible to win
the set of Plate Blocks.

Do your part to strengthen the S.I.P.

For More Information Contact:

David A. Held, M.D.

108 Southport Woods Drive
Southport, CT 06490

I illustrate one of two May 4, 1948
Safad first day covers, I know of. I'm
sure more exist. I conferred with two
of the most informed Israeli philate-
lists, George Muentz and Yacov
Tsachor about the possibility of set-
ting two, first day covers. Both said
without reservation that the second
setting stamps were available on
May 4, and second setting first day
covers were genuine. The illustrated
May 4, first day cover bears a second
setting, Type six stamp from position

HELP WANTED

The Society of Israel Philatelists
seeks a volunteer to design,
develop, and implement, our

National Web Sight on the
Internet using the name
ISRAELSTAMPS.COM.

If capable and interested please
contact Mike Bass at
HYKOBASS!AOL.COM
or call
1-800-292-0500.
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