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JORDAN “POSTAGE™
(Coatinped [rom page 1)

dullah definitives and even on 5
10 mils revenuwe stamps.
Things eventually got s0 bad
that twpewritten overprints were
applied to some of these items.

The 8 mils green with the “POST-
AGE™ overprint In red of the
15556 wvalues. The basic stamp Is
the *Help Palestine™ tax stamp.
Other overprinted denominations
are the 1, 50 and 100 mile. These
complete the releass of post of-
fice remalnders overprinted In
1963 to cover a temporary short-
nge of definitives in Jordan.

On June 4, 1951, the newly-
mgraved *fls” replacement val-
pes (5, 10, 15, 20 and 100 fils)
wrived and were put in use, thus
raising the “Help Palestine” de-
finitives to 27 varieties, and fils
overprintz on ten of the original
mils set brought the grand total
to 37 by 1852,

But politics had moved faster
than philately. Already, In early
1850 = congress of Palestinian
notables had offered the erown
of Palestine to King Abdullah,
who, in accepting_it, proclaimed
the umion of Palestine and
Transjordan under the name of
ihe “Hashemite Eingdom of the
Jordan®, Separate Palestinian
and Transjordan stamps were
thereupon superceded by Jordan-
lan ones and the postal tax abal-
ished (January 186, 1952).

A cabinet meeting on February
4, 1852 ordered demonetization of
all 37 of the tax definitives and
the five provisional tax over-
ﬁmtﬁ but suthorized payment

full for stocks presented at
office windows at any time
ore the end of February.

Alreadly, in 1851, after union
of the kingdoms and in antici-
pation of official revocalion of
the tax, the latter was ne longer
being collected, and the writer
remembers using “Help Pales-
ting” stamps in the Amman,
Jerusalem Bethlehem and Agaba
post offices for prepayment of
rt:-‘g"lﬂar_ postage thout any sur-

requi a8 ear as
April of 1851 o
 Some 8,275,650 of “Help Pales-
tine” definitive remainders, In-
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story began way back in
1847, nearly ten years ago, when
newly-crowned ing Abdullah
I of Transjordan decreed a 50%
surtax on all classes of postal
1matter to raise funds for the
Arab forces in Palestine. The tax
was collected by means of an ex-
tremely attractive set of 12 well-
engraved definitive stamps In
bright colors depicti famous
Palestinian Moslem g places
framed in Spanish Arab arches
(Scott's RA 1-12).
By 1948 the King's Arab Le-
forces, in conjunction with

on

galestinia;n volunteer irre :
thad manaped to hold approxi-
mately 2/3 of the portions of
Palestine allocated to the Arab
population by the 1847 UN reso-
lutions. By 1550 tax stamps des-
tined for mail emanating from
that area were overprinted “Pal-

Cocupn 4

fe e
ge” Overpy e
Created By Nation From c.id
Stocks Palestine Tax Stamps

- 7 _H_.M_iCmd-__ e = -

m: “;ﬁh lu::J economy-minded :lfm republican Egyﬂ. which con-
inting stamps on roval monogram paper lon
ﬁwn_faﬁ, Jordan is still releasing odds and ends of her old
Falestime tax stamps overprinted “Postage”, ag post office replace-

This is creating nearly as many headaches as the Egypt “bars”
because “Postage”™ izsn't the only item to be found over-
printed on the once-handsome postal tax adhesives. To date there

gular” major and a dozen or more minor (and sometimes
h.u:%l:'e “irregular”) varieties to cope with,

g after Fa-

estine”™, All values except the 500
mils and £1 were so treated, thus
creating a total of 22 varieties of
the “Help Palestine” stamps.

In November 1850, supplies of
the most-needed wvalues of these
stamps (5, 10 and 15 mils, to ac-
company 10, 20 and 30 mils let-
ters) became exhausted and could
not be replaced due to the fact!
that the original set was being;
reengraved in England to show
the cha.;_ﬁ:: to the new Transjor--
danian instead of the former
Palesting mandate mils currency.
English engravers have always
been notoriously slow about de-
livering Jordan stamp stocks, so
the emergency was met by over-

rinting *“Aid* in Arabic and

glish on 5, 10 and 15 mils Ab-
(Continned on page 23)
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Juding all of the 37 wvarietivs,
vere thereupon consigned to the
imbo of Jordanian post office
waults i the Ottoman Bank in
lerusalem and apparcntly forgut-
«n. How the §, 10 and 15 mils
tems, whose exhaustion caused
he “"typewriter”, “revenue” and
sther provisional overprints to be
srepared in 1950 figured among
ihese - “remainders” hos never
seen explained to the writer's
satisfaction. It s possible thut
they existed in outlying post of-
lices, whereas the shorlages oc-
curred and were corrected in
Amman and Jerusalem, the old
royal capitals of Transjordan and
FPalestine,

_ The remainders of the “scarce™
“values may have lain in largely-
inactive rural offices, to be sur-
rendered only in 1062 on de-
monetization of the issue.
At any rate, during a new gen-
eral stamp shortage in 1953 (due
to delay in delivery of new “fils”

definitives and King Hussein L'a

coronation commemoratives),
when postal officials went down
into the vaults to dredge up any
overprintable obsolete stock still
there, they stumbled
on the Luga “"He]py Palestine'
cache.
Eleven unoverprinted and four
overprinied items
- were immediately revalidated for
postal use by being over-
‘p.rmtad in two lines (top line
lnumc. bottom * line  English)
“Poatage”, in pither red (actually
I. dark carmine) or black, but

| onky tleven of these (from 5 :'.}

Ithm 0 mils or fils) were is-
wied at thu time.

U After waiting for over u yuvm
’tﬂr varielies to appear,
ttl:w wrlter prepared a supposedly
Ive article on the sub-

i-ect. listing all 16 warieties, for
the mﬂu‘ulmls *“Gibbons Slamp
. of London, which re-

mlﬂuod t in their December 1954

Then the trouble started,
Reader “N", having digested
the resume over a period of two

ur three toponttts, with chawacter-
istic British 1humu;.,luuha adwvised
the editors that “Mr. Conde’s .

list i not complete” and ﬂ;ut
he possessed three olher varielies
(10, 16, and 20 fils on mils) and
one error (the 20 fils with Ypost-
age” Inverted).

This was too much for edilor
oang, who had succeassfully par-
ricd wll other comments on the
"Postage' article, wund he refer-
red the pentleman's slatement Jo
the writer for conunent.

Author Conde dutifully elimbed
the long stairs 1o Beirut's leading
stamp dealers and laid the matier
Iwfore Lhem.

“We hkoow of this moneky-
business™  they soid, "and we
have been offered some of these
unissued  varielies  at three Sy-
rian of  Lebanese  Pounds  (ap-

roximately 1 U 50 per stamp,
il we won't tul.uh ib or encour-
upe sueh goings-on, or there will
e no end to it and Jordanian
philately  will be  ruined, Al
other  reputable Loebanese  anal
Byrian dealers have alse declined
Lo Lake any of it, It was ereated
artifivially, m very small guan-
Lities, by someone in the post of-
five working wilh someone in the
print shop and was never allowed
to reach the stamp windows with
the normal stock.

However, for the rocord, they
npreed to write o the Postaster
General about it

Fostmaster General  Mortada
Buey's reply indieated that thoe
“averted” 20 fils bad never boen
sl by thee paast offiee but il |
oorlin svarce  variclies of  the
bosic “Help Palestine"  stamps
may have been overprinted along
with the commoner ones, but that
the stump production bouwrd en- |
desvored to detect and suppress |
any unaulhorized varietics, and
that he was contining his in-
vestigation of the hitherlo unlist-
ed 10, 13 and 20 mils overprinted
both fils and “Postape™,




TABLE: OF “POSTAGE" OVERPRINTS , -,
o/p Additional

- ‘Valua, . color O/P. Hemurks,
. 1 mil Bright blue R See MNole 1
1 mil Bright klue B Guantity Lh0®
i % ﬂ %I;EE: E{ue % 11;1'.13 Quantity 200 *
rig e alestine uantity 100 +
3 mils emerald R EUATY
3 mils emerald R Fils CGuantity 100 *
~ & mils emerald il Paleatine  Quantily small
8 mils dull carmine B Guantity small *
* Bomils dull carmine B FPalesting  Quantlity 300
- B ﬁm.lil,h dull corming B
10 md Scarlet B Quundity 250
10 mils Scarlet B Palesting  Quantity 300
- 10 mils Bearlet B Fils Chuan ity small *
10 .ﬂJ-I Bearlet B Bews Note 2
~ 16 mila Black H GQuanlity 4500
15 mils Black R Palestine Qruantily 300
15 mils Black i Fils L
16 fils Black R
20 mils Sepia R Cruaistily 250
20 mils Scpia R Padostie Ouantity 300
20 mils Sepia i Fils Quapiity smull *
20 filsa Sepis H '
20 fils Se]i{.- H luverted  “Postage" #+
B0 mile  Dull purple R
100 mils Orange red B Quantity 1,600 »
100 mils Orange red B Falesline Lhuanlity =0
100 mils Orange red 1] File Quantity LO0Q *
100 fils Orange red B

* regularity of release doubtfil
b reglularity of release extren;cly doubiful
ode 1: T. Ledger, Ewg., of Anoan, locabcd one sheel
wherein four astamps in the Tth wvertical row were withoul over
print due v the pasting over them of fowr slamps mizsing from
the last verlicul row for accountaney purposes when the “llelp
Palestine” definitives were surrcadered to the G.P.O. o 12 The
“paste-over” strip of four still had s nucrow el sheet marging,
which eaused the “E" of “Pustage” of the first four stamps in the
mixth vertical row to be prirted on i, also
Hote 2: Mr. Ledper also found one sheo
in *Postage” overprinted eondition only, wher
stamps, from botlom Gf sheet, had o double e 2o

of the 10 fils seark-

Ag for pya=t = - avers md peguiurly-igsued Hema, it
o weeablf WY e e Lhe unn ey avevprinted of -;ra~j;

L fivee of b Soaoke
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IHjustrative of the Hgearce™ warie-
tles of the “pOSTAGE" ewerprints
of Jordan are the 10 mils scariot,
left, also awarprinted wijis”, mnd
the 16 Mils, right, also gverprinted
#palestine”.

In justice to the postal admin-
istration it musl be puinted outl
that whoen stang stovks e sur-
pendered o Lhe goeneral pust of-
fice for credil, or exchange, and
are subsequently delivered 1o
printers  for overprinting, all
{ransactions arc purried oul on
a basis of face value only. This
means thal Postmisler Murad of
Bir Azal, for exgmple, may Lun
in 150 5 fls and £ mils stumps
for credil, ond Phese, i Larn,
may lorm part of a shipment of
say, 400,000 % fils, “Palestine’
and other entirely  different
basic stamps. In other warids, the
Post Office s not particularly in-
terested in the fine philatelic de-
tnils of ils stocks as long as the
rorrect quantities of ecach walue
are aecounted forg!

gleuthing around 2 litle more,
P Ueirul dealers funiiad ol B
pertain aCulonel  Thorpe™,  pres
lstlrnahly one of the British offi-
| eers in the Arab
I allowed, in January 1855, lo pur-
| chase from the post office, copies
jof all three major varielies in
| question. The pood ecolonel had
[ shown them to that indefatigable
Cilean o of Jordanian philately, R
I Ledger of Amunad, wr b
promptly picked’ up his hat and

| cane and vigited the Post Office |

Department in person. The nost
office had ebiigingly sgllowed”
irate Mr, Ledger, who glands oX-
tremely well with the Jordanian
POV rnIment at ita highest lewvel,
ton purchase ten geig” of these
three at face value.

Gleefully the dealers rushed
an addenda to their letter to the
P.M.G., adding that since the
stamps had  been officially sold
o Mr. Ladper, and were pre-
sumably & regular igzue, they
were enclosing “draft for 4,750
fils “including 250 fils for post-
ape” for 100 copivs each, at face
wilue. -

This  stumped Murtiadu Boy,
whose atalf appurently  kpoew
mupe phbout  the gy arles
lice” than they bhud pold  their
superior.  They  began to  tele-
phone Beirnt asking the dealers

told that &

s few

Lagion, had been j

1

.._,_r_ﬂw'

im fuesLiul 1o eall off their dogs"™.
The P.M.G. o due ingquiry, wid
search would be mace
for some of the elusive varieties
months  later when tha
Ottoman Bank vault stocks wert

next inventoried and drawn oX

for replacements.

By summertime the banl
vaults yielded @ “lipited” suppll
of the 10 and 20 file on mils and
wpgstage” of which the dealen
were alowed Lo purchase o
gheet of 50 of each. Mo 15s, am
no inveris.

The writer thercupon FENITE
his slightly delayed correspon
denee with Gibbons, who, every
thing bueing considered, declde
(o use utmost caution, (ie T
recopnition at ihe outset, wit
future listing only a faint possi
bility) regarding these adhesive
ol dubious legitimacy.

Al thereupon guicted down o
the Juordan philatelic front unk;
January 5, 1936, On that date
stamp - shortage of the new an
benutiful bicolored pictorial de
finitives caused Murtada Bey
department 1o release the fou
uniasie ostage” values whicp,
had becn prepared with
eloven others in 1953 but co
signed to the vaulls as unneede
at the time.

Mo sooner had these four h
the stamp windows than a ne’
crop of figparce” “postage’’ val
jelics bepan to peem around
corner. Here came the long-foi”
gotten 100 mils, marching in
column of *15 to 20 sheets”, fo
lowed by “4 or 5 sheets™ “ali
pverprinted Palestine'™,  wil}
Apwo” more shecls of the bas
slamyp  bringing up in the re
wilth only “fls" and “Postugt
overprints,

The 1 mil stepped out of U
with & black instead of red ove
print ("2 or 3 sheets™), follows
by the same basic value wil
nfilg” and “Postage” ("4 shecls
and “Palestine” und “Postag
(“twa sheels”). At the end .
the column “two shests™ of a

ils with wPalestine” and “Pos
age” and a “few” with “fils” ar
and “Postage”, together with
sfew™ 5§ mils {(“Puostage” onl
formed the rear guard. The on
thing that worries us is wheth
or not this army has addition
regiments still marching on
man!

By adding the four new reg
lar and nine “also ran” varietn
we present the following table
Jordan Poslage overprints
date: 27 malor varielies and o
error, of which 15 have a cle
bill of health, 11 wre a bit sha:
{indicated by gingle stars) &
ywo are of more than dubio
ancestry (Wwo aturs).

Ziyn Gokalp, Turkish autt
and  historian was honore
‘furkey with a sel of three starn
on the 30th snniversary of
death.

e — —



